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CONFIDINTIAL

The month of Hovember ushered in the Mortheast Monsoon season,
which hampered the operations of NALKLT TI1Mi units. CAME VAWDEN
activities, however, continued to increase as the Viet Cong fave

indications that the Pils were successfully interdicting enemy

.operations throughout the Delta.

The personnel strength of the Vietnamese l'avy grew in Hovember
a5 the desertion rate dropped off for the fifth consecutive month,
For the first time the Victnamese harines perticipated in a combined
Americ_an-Vi-et.namese operation (1Al SON 328), furin; this successful .
operation, the Marine organigation continued to exhibit a high ==
dogree of prdfesaionuliam. _ .

The moat unique operation of the month involved the Pat.rol Alr
Cushion Vohiclu (PACVs) in Operation QL‘M VAT, a sesrch and dost.roy
mission in the lioc Hoa area of the Delta's Plain of l.eeds, The |
PACVs, which had enjoyed only modest operational success pmv:LmuIl.y,-=
proved their effectiveness in an environment espocially suited to
their capabilities, The U.S. Special Forces, with whom the PACVs
operated at Moc Hoa, were enthusisvtic in their appn.iul of

Operation QUAL VAT,
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CONFIDENTIAL

ChiOt 01 CG QI 536 1T

1 Nov = MoB 54 mineds Two U.S. Nevymen killed, p. 29.

7 lLov

9 Yov

11 Lov

12 Rov

15 Nov
16 Nov

» 1€ Nov

19 Nov

20 lov
22 Nov
26 Yov

27 Jov

29.NUV

30 lov

e REU PSS ST O B e R ]

PCF 67 sinks two Junkﬂo Pe bho

PBlis and Vietnamese CustomS boat ambushed, One American
and one Vietnamese wounded. p. 2. '

Arrival of UJS JulN1NGS COUNTY (ILS5T=246)e Ppe 9o

PCF. 65 fired on, One secondary explosion and three sampans
declioyed by PCF 65's roturn firve., p. 43,

PCF 77 broaches and sinks., Three crewmembers killed. p. 40,

Two PBlt crewmen wounded dixrin.g fire fight. Helicopters
destroy two houses and eight huts. p. 25. :

MAIEET TIME units destroy one jurk and trijger five
secordary explosiors. p. 46.

Viet Cong atterpt a major ambush., Ten Viet Cong hilled
and 13 huts destroyed. p. 26, .

" PACVs conduct 6perat.ion QAL VAL Iin the Plain of Reeds., p. 1,

Viet Cong crossing broken ub. Four Viet Cong killed., One
hut and one sampan desircyed. p. 20, :

GANE vAIDEN helicopters kill ten Viet Cong. p. 29,

Vietnamese Navy (VLL) LCU 536 ambushed., Four VIN sailors
hilled ard nine wounded. p. (0. 1

GLALS K1LL one Viut Cory ai coplure sampans P 36,

GAMs VARDEY heliecopters kill two Viet Cong and destroy
five struciurevs, p. 29,
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CONFIDERTIAL

QP ATION QAL VAT

Operation QUAI VAT (Monster), conducted in late November and
carly December, was an operalion designed to test the capability.
of the Patrol Air Cushion Vehicle (PACV) to operate over max:arny, .
subiicrged terrain, The llain of lceds in Kien Phorng amd Kien
Tuong Provinces was such an area. |

During the flood season, PBiis had conducted successful opera-
tions in this area, a iegion which had been under Viet Cong control :‘
for several years. As the £loods subsided, boat operations were ;
no -longor feasible, but the mero draft characteristic of the PACV
made it an ideal craft for the flat, open country of the Plain of -
leeds, wiich was still largely underwater.

Liaison was established vith U.S. Ariny Speclal Forces (USSF)
Detachment B-41 at Moo Hoa, Special Forces were interested in two -
aspects of the PACV: | '
1. The psychological impact of the twesomec appearance and nolase
of the vehicle. ‘ord was spread throughout the aiea that the
"Monster" was coming. The following is a literal translation of
the Vietnamese leaflet dropped in the Plain of Keeds informing
the Viet Cong of the capabilities of the PACV:

"One kind of modern macliine Jjust \;xaed by the Torces of

the Lepublic of Viet Nam in 1V Corps Tactical Zone,

Aircushion boat does not care mud, canal and field as

well as river because this kind of macliine can travel .

on road and in river. The aircushion bcat is also :

armed with automatic guns having a powerful fire power.

Viet Cong; have been foiled seriously by this kind of

hoat and Viet Cong troops huve complained 'Jt is the
Lime of the erd of South Vietnam Liberation Front'."

2. The mobility afforded by the high spoed (60 knote) of the
I " CONFIDENTIAL
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vehicle.

Throo FACVn vare deployud from Cat lo on.2f.) Novomber, with
refueling stops at My Tho, Vinh long, and the Spscial Forces
airstrip at An Long.

At An long, the PACVs comducted @ reconnaissance by fire °
mission in Cei Cai village with Special Forces and Civil Irregular
Defense Group (CIDG) troop support. The PACVs encountered no |
hostilo fire at Cal Cai, a known Viet Cony; villago, lourteen huts

andl 12 oanpans vere destroyed,

On 21 November the PACVs, with ten CIU(: troops and one U3SF . '

advisor embarked in each vehicle, supported by the GAMI V.AINEN

iight fire team from Vinh Loig, conducted search and destroy opera= ' ) 5
tions in a known Viet Cong base area to the east of }Moc lioa, The

alen Tuoné Province Chief and his intellipence of ficer were ombarkéd

in o:e of the PACVs for the day. The mission's results were two

structures and 12 sampans destroyed, and orme Viet Cong captured, as

vell as 20) pounds of food, six documents and a medical kit,

On 22 November in the same uiea, five rifles were fo.und by the
CI1DG troops. At 1010, GA!L VALDIN helicopters from HC-1 Det 25
received heavy automit.ic weapons fire from approximately 25 sampans
in an erea eight miles east-northeast of lloc Hoa near thé Cambodian
border. Fire was returned by both the GAMS VARDEN fire team and an
Arny I'itf.e team in the area. Vhen the PACVs arrived on the scene,
the embarked ClDC troops made contact with an unknown number of
Viet Cong. Kien Tuong provincial troops vere landed by helicopter

2 CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDSNTIAL
to provide a blockiry, force as helicopters, PACVs and ajrboats
pursued the eneny. Upon landing, the piovincial .t.roopa received
fire from a village which had been flying a Viet Corg flag. The
flag was hauled down and replaced by & Cambodian flag. To avoid
s possible boyder incident, the troops were extracted from the area.
Then CIDG trc;opa again were landed we.l inside thé Victnanese
" border and gained contact with the fleein: enemy. PACVs supported
: the troops with automstic weapons fire, killing six of the enemy
ard destroying six sampans. lielicopters killed an additional nine
Viet Corg, and possibly 52 more, deatroyc.d eight sarpans and two
huts, and damaged ten sampans ard three huts.
The day's operation, which involved three FACVs, three Navy
and three Army armed helicopters, six UH-1D transpo:ts, ten reaction
force troops (Nung tribesmen) in five airboats, ¢0 CiDG troops, and
seven U,S. ard four Viet;nameae Special Forces.troope, accounted for
8 total of 56 Viet Cong killed vhile 11 weapons, 25 booby traps and
three kilos of documents were captured, Triendly cqsualties were
two ClDG wounded, |
On 24 November, the fourth day of Operatio;x QUAI VAT, the
allied forces destroyed 20 structures, sank 50 sampans and destroyed
a hand printing press and numorous items of perséml' equipment left’
behind by the Viet Cong. Forty pounds of docwﬁnto, leaflets ard
propapanda materinls, 12 prenades, three outhoard motors, amd two
pounds of medical aupéliu were captured,
On 25 Novembor, operations were conducted to the south and east
3 CONFIDENTIAL
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of Hoc Hoas The PACVs killed 13 Viet Conp and captuied six more,

destroyed 25 sampans, and captured 40 pounds of Viet Cong equipment.

GAME \ AiDEY helicopters destroyed four huts and four sampans.
Original plans envisioned terrimtion of the operrtion on 26

November., However, the Army requ‘ested that Operstion QUAL VAT be

extended for another woek because the FACVe had proven so successful

in the environment of the Plain of leeds,

On 26 hovember, the FACVs ieturied to Cat lo for intensive

. dns bection and maintenance before beginning the second week:of

| operations in Moc Hoa. On 30 November, the vei.icles made no contact

vith the enemy during search and destroy operations west of MNoc Hoa,

Several suspected cache sites were inspected, vith negative results,

One sampan was destroyed, ard one CING soldier was wounded by a
boo’by‘ trap. |

Iittle contact was made vith the enemy during the second period,
but' on 2 December, two Viet; Corg vere captured, Al atmct;xrea were
destroyed, and two outboard motors, six documents, and numerous: |
items of personal equipment were captured. .

On 5 December, PACVDIV 107 terminated Operation QUAIL VAT and
returned to Cat lo. The operation was considered an unqualified
succoss, both as a test of the abilitles of the I'ACV to operate in
the Plain of heeds enviromnment, and ss an offunsive oporation,
During the last week of the operrtion the vater level in the Plain

of heeds was nearly back to normal, yet the vehicles continued to

operate without difficulty. COMPACVDIV 107 steted that, with proper

4 . CONFIDENTIAL
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~ launchers softening up the emplacements during the approach. The '

CONFIDENTIAL

logistic support, the craft cuuld operate in the environment 12
months of the year,

The mobility provided by the PACV was the key to its tacticsl
success. Troops could be moved rapidly through‘arecas inaccessible
to othor types of velideles, aid in which even the robility 61‘ foot
soldiers vas 1estricted by chest-dcep water over a slimy bottom, “ ‘ ‘

Troops riding on the outside of t.h.o vehicles were delivepred i "

to hootchee (huts) and bunkers, with the machine guns and frenade .

troops were then landed to search the area under the cover of the
PACVs! .50 caliber guns, ‘

llc'licOptoro overhead were used to vector the PACVs to fuopiciquo
areas spotted from the air, to provide air support, amd to assist :
in finding routes from point to point. Vhile the ?ACV. could operste . :
over dry land, low dikes, marshes, shrubbery and flooded areas, thoy' '
were restricted by heavy woods and high barks in soms areas, Helli-
copter reconnaissance was necess:cry to find routes in some areas.

The close coordination and cooperstion of Navy and Army pcisonnel
on all levels was perhaps the key to the overall success of the |
operation. Cpecial Forces advisois vho knew the area accomganied
the PALVe on all operations, taking them to known Viet Cong strong-
holds. The advisors also provided psychological varfare preparation

for the operations as well as intelligence cupport.

3 3 % * %
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RIVECR PATHUL FORCE
Viet Cong activity in the liekong Delta rose sharply .during
- November, Cu lao May lsland in the Bassac ldver, the Co Chi;n '
Eiver near Cu Lao Giai Island, and the vicinity of Ngo Hiep Island
in the Mekong River were centers of increased activity. Twelve
separate hostile fire incidents occurred in a seven-nile stretch
of the Mekong Liver between ligo Hiep and Thol Son ;shnds. On the
' Co Chien, six hostile fire incidents were reparted in the area | ‘
between 20 and 28 miles downstream from Vinh I.bng.. The area between .,

five and 13 miles downstream from Can Tho was the scene of three
hostile fire incidents. In the same aiea, Can Tho PIks came to the

assistance of outposts in the Tra On Sector on 13 and 30 November.

and on 19 November a suepect." was apprehended with contraband medicines. .
The growing effectiveness of GAM: \ALDEN operations was indiceted -
by the sieadily increasing flow of intellirence from cooperative Delta "

inhabitants., The friendly, helpful attitude of the American sailors
and the off_octivenes'a of U.S. patrols in reducing Viet Cong "tax
~¢ollections" were factors that holpedl win increasing acc;ptmcc for
the PEis. According to & "Hoi Chanh"! who rallied at My Tho, Viet”
Coné "taxation" in that area had dropped from one million piesters
in 1965 to 97,000 during 1966, primarily as a result of GAMZ VAKDEN

operations on the My Tho F.iver.z

J A Viet Cong who has returned to government control., Literally,
hoi - to return; chanh - just cause

2 Naval Intelligence Liaison Officer (KILO) My Tho msg 270427Z NOV
6 ' CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

Further indications of the effectiveness of GAI VALDIN operas
tions ware Lhe incroaved Viet Couy hamaénmnt. of CAME V ALDEN patrols _.
and the paycholoapdeal varfare campadpnn wey el npadnol river patrol
forces., In Sa Dec residents were warned by the Viet Conp to avoid
contact with Navy puowonnel fopr Lhelr own snfely bocnune Vloleui\ep‘_'
would Le killed during attempts to assaseinate U.S. lavy pcrlon‘r'wl.g

Growing cooperation vith Vietnamese [overnment oificials ard
armod forces on all levels was noted also during the month, On §
Novemter, the Commanding General, IV Corps, ordered his tactical sone
counanders to px-o{fido six National Policemen or liegivnal Force troope
to each ldver Patrol Section to assist in llaison with the local
populace.

The {irst LST configured for GAT WALDLN oper:tions, USS
JELNINGS COUNTY (15’1‘-81.6), arrived on staztion at ‘tha mouth of t.hq,;”:'v._"“':' i
Bassac on 15 lovember., H.avy seas caused by the northeast x.nc'msodx;"'. l
.and the long, {oleh over shallow waler jrocludod sotisiactory Pl
operations. The LST was moved to Can Tho on 1€ Lovember, |

The first successful mining of a U.S. lMavy minesweeper in the
lung Sat Special Zone (liSZ) occurred on 1 Hovember vith the loss
of two An;erican' lives., The mining was accompanied by heavy automatie .
weapons and small arms fire from well-prepared ambush sites on the
east bank of the Long Tﬁu Liver,

On 7 November a crevmenber drovned when an Army punship croshed

into the Soirap liver in a driving rainstorm while approacliing the

3 Waval Intelligoneo Liailson Officer (L110) 3a Dec ney 19‘0@502 ROV
8 : - CONFIDERTIAL
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Nha Be helicopter pad with survivors of an carlier erash, Quick
reaction by base personnel prevented further loss of lives, f)uring
the rescue operstions, hostlle fire was received on two occasions,

On 10 Novenber a v‘vat,ermino, neasuring two feet in diameter, was
found in the long Tau Liver. The mine contained 30 pounds of explo-
sives and its location, 100 yards from the bank ard ten feet below
the water's surface, indiceted that it vas to be used against mine-
pweoptry o 'Lls,

On 2% Loveubar 15 wilon asuthesvt of Lha De, & SEAL ambush
team killed one or two Viet Coug, aml captured two Soviet anti-
tank rocke'ta, six pairs of Boots ad @ amall. plastic bag full of
documents. | |

ALWLIVAL OF GAML \':I;hDEl‘l SUPPOLT SHIP (LST-846)

The first of the specially configured C/MZ VALDEN LS5Ts, USS
JuNN1LGS COUKTY (LST-846), arrived at Vung Teu un 11 November and
relieved USS COMSTOCH (I..-‘SD-19).' .

JEININGS COUNTY arrived on stution ul the mouth of the lussac

at 1800 on 15 Novemhboer. Considerable difficulty was encountered 'in

positioning the ship btecause of heavy seas, higﬁ winds and a strong -

current. The initial attempt to anchor, heading into the wind and
dropping the stern anchior {irst, failed when the ship's head sleved
100° before the bower could be dropped. |

On the third attempt, the stern anchor held, vith the ship's
roll steadying to 10-15 deprees. Attempts to launch PBRs on 16 |
Noveniber failed because of heavy seas. Trinally, on 17 Kovember,

9 " COLFIDENTIAL
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two FHEhis were launched while a third was set adrift and recovered
later. Because of the difficulties in handling boats, JEI'NINGS
COUNTY was shifted to Can Tho on 18 lovember.

Specific difficulties included: steol-\».;heoled dollies and |
forklifts with hard rubber tires would slip on t.hé vet decks because
of the ship's constant rolling; when the 15T was anchored in a ‘
position where rolling was minimized, strong cross winds created. ,
problems in handling boats on the lifting hock; PBR and.helicopter
handling were incompatible in that favorable conditions for handling
boats precluded halicopter-hunching operations. |

In subsequent operations corducted off Can Tho in rolat.ivoly
calm weather, it vas found that helicopters could. bo rofueled arﬂ

rearmed more upidl.v aboard ship than at a field., Fire t.eama were

completely rearmed and refueled in 12 minutes, measured from touch-

down to take=off. Iln addition, tle uhip'o‘(ﬁlc kopt relief crows
abroant of the status of any action in projiess,
DELTA RIVZL PATROL GROUP .

Oparationa in the Towar Danasae hivop

On 17 November PERs 35 and 36, while on routine patrol 13 miles
downstream from Can Tho, observed a uinpm vith three persons aboard
crossing from north to south on the Bawssec lilver at 2115 in nlknown

Viet Cong crossin: arca. The sampan directed five rounds of small

armg fire al the patrol while making for the mouth of a swal) canal,,

The PERs opened fire at a range of 150 yards as the patrol leader
requested artillery support from Kesach subseqtor.
0 | CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTI.AL

Tne PELs expended 350 rounds of ,50 caliber; 15 rounds of M=79,
200 rounds of M=60, and 40 rounds of M=16 at the sampan., Kesach
subsector artillery delivered ten rounds of artillery to the north
bank ard 20 rounds to the south bank with unknown results. The
sampan disappeared and was presumed to have been sunk:with its
thioee occupants,

A PBR patrol observed a sanpan ét.tempting to cross the lassac
in a snown Viet Cong crossing srea five miles downstream from Can
Tho at 2355 on 25 November. The sampan vas illuminated amd hailed,
After the aa;mpan had ignored the hailings, warning shots were fired.
At this point, 30-40 rounds of snall erms fire were directed at the

PEls from the sampan and the bank. The patrol returned .50 caliber

and M=79 fire, as enemy fire was quickly suppressed. No trace was
found of the sampan despite a thorough search cf the area.

On 28 November a falirly reliiahl"e i:rlt,elli.lgenco agent x:eppx;t‘ed
that ttiq patrol had broken up an attenipt to move arms into a 'Viét
Cong training area in Phong Dinh Province, killing ten Viet Cong
on the bank and two in a sampan, and sinking two oampims vith an
undetermined amount of arms,

On 26 November FBLs 37 and 3€ vere proceeding to rendezvous
with Vietnamene idver Assault Group (LAG) uniua after Ila{rjrnfx aerved
as a blocking force for a Tra On subsector operation on Cu lao May
* Tsland. The District Chief and his U.G. Army advisor were embarked
in the PBhis, and were enroute to observe the KAG units corducting
a training exercise to tihe south, | |

1 . CONFIDENTIAL
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At 0950 the patrol received a_pproxim tely 100 rounds of auto=-
mctic weapons and 4J=50 rounds of small srms fire from the north
bank of the Bassac liiver 13 miles downstream from Can Tho. The
~ prtrol returned fire. Twenty-seven boats of hAGs 25, 26 erd 2§
supported Lhe i’Lits vith fire. The hostile fire was.suppressed.
Acain at 1030, the putrol began f.o receive fire., Pilis 59 and 60
joined the fight, and artillery and GAM: VALDEN helicopter fire
teams were requested. At 10,5 artillery fire commenced, amd at
1105 the first helicopter strike was launched by JENNINGS COUNTY,
~ anchored off Can Tho, . | |

. The crew of JEKNINGS couni'x. although relatively new to GAME
'V-.AI\D;:‘.N helicopter operations, campletely rearmed the helicopters
twice vith a turnarourd time of less than ten minutes, and the fire
t;ema were able to put three strikes in the area bhefore fire-was
suppressed, |

At 1255, PBRs 59 and 60 received a rifle grenade from a posi-
tion one mile upstrcam from the initinl ambush and, vith Pihs 37
and 38, took this position urder fire. At 131;. Phiis 37 and 38
ceme to the assistance of an outpost nearby, and quickly broke up
the enemy attack. All action ceased at this time,

There were no frienily casualtiu‘d\iring the engagement, ard
no material damaze to U.S. or Vietnamese craft. Ene.nw casualties
in the battle were unknown. -

hssistance to Friendly Forces

GiME WARDEK units in the lower Bassac assisted Vietnamese

12 | COXFIDENTIAL
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forces with fire support or medical evacuation on three occagfé;m
during the month, .

On 2 lovembor, five wounded sailors from a Vietnamese 1SIL,
which had been hit by 57mm recoilless rifle fire at the entrance
to the Kinh Quan Chanh Bo canal near the mouth of the Bassac, were
taken by PER to an outpost near Cu lao Cong Dinh Island where GAME
VAEDSEN helicopters picked up the wounded for further transfe. to
Can Tho, -

On 13 November PBRs evacuated fivé wounded Vietnamese personnel

from Tra On to Can Tho. They had been wounded in an ettack on thq_ix:

outpost five miles northeast of Tra On.

At 1530 on 26 November, Liver Patrol forces suppressed hostile
fire in response to a ;:a_ll for assistance from two Coastal Group 36
Junks under attack at the tip of Cu Lao Dung Ialand in' the mouth of -
the Bassac.
_Other Incidents
On 5 liovember at 1100, PBks 30 and 31, engaged iﬁ a routine

search of river traffic eight miles upstream from Can Tho, discovered

. 80,000 piasters hidden under the after deck boards of a sampan. The

sampan's occupant, wh9 gave his nome as Dam Van Thanh, had no iden-
tificalion papers ard was turned over to the Vietnamese Navy for
questioning. |

on 15 November at 0800, while on routine patrol 19 miles down-

_ strean from Can Tho, PBRs 30 ard 41 observed a man throwing ob jects
over the side of his sampan. The objects were discovered to be

13 COLF IDENTIAL
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nuoc mam (iish sauce) jurs contéining, medicine. The suspect was
detained and turned over to Vietnumcse laval ruthorities wio dise
. covered Viet Cong travel authorizatlion papers on his pux",aon.

Operations in the Upper Esssac and Meholy ldvers

liver Patrol Unit Eravo, besed at Long Xuyep. and '.'.ia. Dec,
patrolled the upper Bassac ami'lf:eko'ng' Rivers.

On 8 November =t 1114, PBRis 61 and 62, opercting 38 miles
northwest of Sa Dec on the liekong, observed two men mu.v';lm; gouth-
vest in a campan, After the men ignored hails end warning shots,
they were teken under direct fire. One of the men was wounded in
the leg., The other man escaped into the. f)ruah, The wounded man
was questioned at 3a Dec, vhere he refused to nzme his companion.
He gave three differert and conflicting ressons for his attempts
to evade. The man was turned over to the Austrslian Medical Team |
© for treatment, after which in,terroga.tion was' continued.

Five miles east of Sa Dec, PBLs approached tvwo sampans in the
middle of the river st 1445 on 11 Hovenber,  The sninpnny evided,
rejused to answer hails, and were taken under direct fire, The
action resulted in one probeble kill. On 245 lovembepr, a similar
incident occurred 10 miles'north of Long Xuyen on the Ba:;sac vhen
two sampans were sighted close to the bank. The sampans' c'ccupant".s
left their boats as the patrol rece‘ived sutometic weapons {ire from
the beach. The PBhs supressed the hostile fire, sank one sampan
ard captured the other.

On 26 November, three niiel from the Cambodian border, PIHs
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136 and 138 hindled a sampan which evaded Lo the heach, "I‘he boat.'s

8ingle occupant fled and was taken under direct fire and mortally

wounded., ’
Support of Friendly Forces
ldver Patrol Unit Brave forces provided support for friemly

Vietramese forces on seven occasions. during the month. On 16

November, & Vietnanese civilian was taken from Tra On to the hospiul

at long Xuyen efter his foot had been blown off by a Viet Cong nine,

On 29 liovember, another mine victim wes taken from his Civil Irregular

Defense Group (C1DG) outpost to the Australian Surgical Teanm at long
Xuyen, |

On 22 lovenber, Sa Dec PBEs provided blocking forces for the
13th AVN Battalion. During the operation, the patrol received five
rounds of sniper fire, and returned M-60 and l-16 fire, There vere

o friendly casualties; Viet Cong casualties were unknown, On the

sace day, PBiis came-to the assistance of an outpost which vias under .

‘attack 25 miles from Sa Dec. The Than Binh District Chief directed

the fire {rom the beach, and observed it to be very effective,

On 25 November, Sa Dec=based PHlis BQ gnd 81 pro;ided indirect
azimuth .50 caliber fire in support of an outpost near Tan Hos o
hamlet three noutical miles inland from the Mekong liver. The fire
was requested by the assistant advisor, 3/13 Battalion of the Ninth
ALVN Division, who obsérved and corrected the fire.

Lith the Senior Advisor, 3/13.Bn embarked, the boats took
station in the river as clove as ponsible W the outpout nnd opened
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fire in a triangular area approximeately 3000 meters on each side,

BB Fa s

vith its base on the outpost and its epex approximately 015° True
from the outpost alonyg the line of fire from the boats, 5 O :
The spotter repoz-ted‘ that the fire was .ei'i‘ectivo; ard the
attack vas quickly broken, The PHiis experded 3250 rounds of ,50
caliber. There were no friendly casualtiea. Viet Cong casualties |

were unknown,

T A b st N e o g,

On 27 lNovember, Sa Dec~based PbBlis picked up a _wounied Regional
Force svldier {rom a sampan vhile friendly foscos provided beach | -
security., The wourded man was taken to the Sa Dec hospital.

Operations in the Co Chien fiver

Nost of Kovember's activity on the Co Chien hiver vas in the .

vicirity of Cu Lao Giai end Cu lao Nai Islands, between 20 and 30
miles down river from Vinh lorng. ) |
Hostile Fire and Evasion Incidents T}'ﬁf;‘_ .
On 4 hovember, PLlis 86 and 100 received a.;boul, 50 rounds of ' : |
automatic weapons fire from the north bank of the river 20 miles i SR
downstream from Vinh Long at 1930, The patrol returned fire, and ‘ o \
called in the Vinh Long heavy fire team (two UH-1B helicopter ' N ! |
gunships and a .50 caliber armea UH-i). Viet Cong fire was effec- |
tively suppressed. . | )
At 2203 on 4 MNovember, PERs 57 ard 102, operating in the same
area in which PBhs 86 and 100 were taken undex”fire earlier, observed a3
a lighted sampan lying close to the north bank. As the PBRs closed i
‘to investigate, the enemy opened fire from both banks., The patfoi,

16 : CONFIDENTIAL

— - e — e s e Uk S B 4 et et S8 0 5 i | SRR 18 15 s 5 e PSRRI ¢



CONI IDENTIAL
.roturning fire with .50 calibur and M=7Y wuapons, cloared the area,

The helicopter fire team scrambled fram Vinh long, and PERs
86 and 100 joined the engage.x.nem. At 2230, heavy fire agsin erupted
from both banks, and the boats cleared the area. The four boats
then Pegan high speed firing runs, marking the area for the fire .
“team, .

The boats again cleared the area, amd the helicopters took the
enemy under fire. On the first runs, the helicopters reported
receiving moderate groux;d fire,

At 2325, 105mm howitzer fire from the battery at lMo Cay begen
as the helicopters spotted the fall of shot. Vhen the fire team
was forced to roturn to its base to refuel, tho PBR toc;k over the
spotting task, and a total of 28 rounds of 105mm were placed in
the a.bush area,

The target, believed to be bank security elements for an
attempted comaunications-liaison crossing, was neutraliged at O._OSO.
5 November, end the PERs resumed ncrmal patrols. PBR &6 z;eceived
some superficial damage, but there were no persornel casualties.

On 14 November the Viet Cong attempted an eat.im;t.eq platoone
sige ambush again {rom the area 20 miles downstream from Vinh Long.
PBlis 86 and 117, while en aged in routins Jjunk search operations,
were taken under fire from the north bank, The boats, while clearing
at high speed to the west, also received .cutom.t.ic weapons fi:e from
a 30-foot sampan close to the north bank, The sampan was hit with
+50 caliber and li=79 fire, _

17 CONFIDENTIAL
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PBiis 29 and 97 joined the fight and the GAME VARDEN iaencoptor

_ fire team scraubled to the scene, As the four boats moved back into

the area to mark the tarpets, they were taken under heavy au_tomatic
weapons and small arms fire. The boats reversed course as the fire
team neutralized the area. Two huts and one sampan were destroyed
by the fire teanm, |

on 25 Novembor, Pithw 29 and 102 observed two men In o sampan
25 miles downstream from Vinh long. As the. patrol closed to 1nvoo;
tigate, fire was received {rom the sampan and the bank. The PBftl
returned fire, einking the sampan and killing its two occupants,. |

At 1530 on 27 November, River Assault Group (HAG) 23 units,
operating in the same area, sighted 12 armed men in black pajama
uniforms moving through the paddies on the north bank. Whoh tﬁo
RAG unites fired on the men, they took cover behind a paddy dike,
returning the fiﬁ. | |

Six PBn phtrols in the sreca Joined the AGs to form a bloching
torce as GAME WALDLN hellcopters scrambled, Vioi;namose LS1L 328

arrived and took the enemy under 3"/50, 4LOmm ard 81mm mortar fire.

' " Popular Forces (PF) troops were landéd about 1630 bjr the KAG f.o

]

sweep the area,

Tha helicopteors killod ona Viet Cong, another wus killed Ly

lAG fire, and a woman Viet Cong cadre was captured by the PF troops.

The troops reported numerous artiélu of bloody clothing in the.

area. Naval forces suffered no casualties, but two PF troops were

wounded by a grenade booby trap. | _ | .
18 CONFIDENTIAI.'.
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On 30 November, PBRs 100 ard 116 were conducting visit and

search operations near the Junction of the Mekong and Co Chien

Rivers. At 1605, the patrol sighted two sampans close to the north

~ bank., lhen the boats were hailed, one escrped up a small canal,

aid Uio other boached, The thiee occupnnts of the second smnpan
took covor in veopotation on the bank, Vith PBR 116 covering, PDR
100 moved in to attempt to flush out the three evaders. Heavy
small arms and sutomatic weapons fire broke out from the opposite
bank. ‘

"PBL 116 cleared the area as PBL 100 made a high speed firing
run on the enemy position. Because eneny fire could not. be suppressed,
the PBRs called for artillery uupport from Giao Duc lubséct.or.

The Giao Duc battory opened fire within ten minutes after the
roquast, uxultino e romalined 500-7%0 yardys from the enomy poul tion
to spot the fall of shot. After firing 28 réunds of 105rmm howitger
shells into the area, the battery checkcd fire as PBRs.l'OO. and 116,
with PBiis 86 ard 111 in company, swept past the taig,et. Since no |
fire was received from the enemy position, the ta.réet. was considered
neutralized, |

Support of Friendly Forces

Vinh long-bused PHiis were act.ilve in supporting friendly forces
during the month. In addition to the combined operation mentioned
in the previous section, PBRs came to the assistance of outposts
under attack on four occasions,

. On the night of 6 November, after having been informed by the
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commanier of an outpost near Cu lao Nal Island that the Viet Cong
intenied to attack his outpost at 2000 that night, the PDR patrol
remained in the area ard broke up the attack which had commenced
at 1653,

On 9 hovember at 1955, PBis arnd Army helicopters supported an |
outpost under attack by an estimated company of Viet Cong. The

first two boats on the scene, PBEs 29 and 116, delivered 4000 rounds

of .50 caliber and 1200 rounds of M=-60 fire. PBRs 96 and 106 joined
the engagement and fired 900 rounds of .50 caliber. An.Air Force
AC-47 also joined the engagement, ard the combined fire}.)blwe"r of
friendly forces broke up the attack,

On 22 lovember, PBlis t6 ard 117, patrolling in the vicinity of
Cu Lao Nai Islard, observed the outpost, which had been luppofted :

on 6 November, firing across an adJjacent canal, " The patrol was

. called in and informed the Viet Cong were attempting to cross tho'

canal, and that the outpost had been holding down the enemy in
hopes that PBlis would arrive soon,
Upon leaving the post, the two boats were taken under heavy

autamatic weapons and small arms fire, which they suppressed. An

‘Army helicopter fire team arrived on the scene as heavy firing

Lroke out again, Tho conhined fiie from the £ire team nmd the lis
soon suppressed the enemy fire., The helicopters reported that many
of ﬁhe enemy were along the bank, and many moﬁ wem.runr;ing aoross
the fields.

The GAME V.AEDEN fire team from Vinh Long joined the Army team“
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in hitting targets in the area. :The helicopters rcceived heavy
ground fire during their passes. A hut was destroyed, produeing a
small secondary explosion; one sampan wes destroyed and six qt.hex'a
damaged. Four Viet Cong were killed in the action which lasted
frcm‘ 1115 to 1500, There were no friendly casualties. l

On 29 November, the sams outpost which hed been supported on '

6 and 22 November was attacked again by the Viet Cong. PBRs €2 and '

97 ovppresned the enemy fire with ,50 calibar wnd Ne?7¢ fire,

' On 26 November, the commander of the outpost which had boen }
supported on three occasions during the month stated that Viet Cong
' tax collectors with Government I.D. cards were operating in the
vicinity of his post. The cormender accompanied the patrol to aid
in identification. . At 1719, a sampan with four oécupants was eighted'
crossing the Co Chien from south to north. As the patrol approached,
all occupants immediately raised their hands without being.ordered
to. Normally, unless warning shots aie fired, rivermen come alongside
and produce I.D.' cards without raising theixi handa, All the hoat's
occupants had valid 1.D. ecards, but the outpost commander identified
Lhem as the tax collectors in quouotion., The suspects were taken to
Vinh lorg for further interrogation,

Meko ) Q etio

During November, friendly forces were taken under fire 12 times

in a seven-mile strip of the Mekeng liiver lying betwes;: Thoi Son and
Kgo Hiep Islands. Also, a large shipment of Viet Cong medicines wos
captured from a jJunk in this ares. |
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Hostile Fire and Lvasion Incidents

On 1 Lovember at 1£00, PBiis $6 and 105 received heavy automatic
weapons and small arms fire from the bank 11 miles west of !y Tho.
lhen the bank vas taken under fire, a lurpe secondary explosion,
producing black smoke rising 200 faet in the air, wes observed. The
Ham Long 1051m battery delivered 12 rounds on target at 1935,
Friendly casunlties vere linited to one auperi‘icial hit on PBL. 105,

On 2 lLovember, PBLis approacned a sampan near the south bank of

the river, e.ght miles west of liy Tho. At 1500 yards from the

sampan, the jatrol 1eceived smail srms fire from the shore as the v -

sampan disappesred into the brush, PEK 106 received five aux;e‘rfichl
idts in the forward part of the boat above the vaterline, On 6
November in approximstely the same area, PERs 105 and 109 received ¥
30 rounds of sniper fire. PBi 10G 1eceived a hit in the hull, ono

on an l=16 rifls barrel, and one on the starboard radio antenna,

In both fire fights, the patrols responded with .50 caliber and

=79 fire.

"On 6 November, Patrol Air Cushion Vehicles (PACVe) 1 and 3,

oper: ting at the mouth of the lickong liver, encountered hostile % "‘*"-,.;_\:\- .

fire for the first time when they received 15 rounds of sniper fire

" which they returned vith 100 rounds of .50 caliber.,

On 7 Lovember at 1425, PELs 96 bnd 107 received 70 rounds of
sutom tic weapons and swall erms fire from a house on th.o ;outh 2
bank six miles west of iy Tho, One crewrember of PLL 107 was
wounded in the action and evacuated by helicopter to Saigon.
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At 1610 on ¢ Lovember, Plis 103 and 104, while escorting the
Vietramese Custons boat TD-10, received fire from the south bank |
of the river eight 1iles west of Iy Tho, Fire wvas returned by the
PELs ard the enemy ceesed fire, At 1730 on the return trip to ly
Tho, .50 caliber fire was received from eight positions along the
north bank of the river. The first burst swept the deck of TD-10,
wounding one Vietnamese ard one Anmerican scting es radio liﬁilgn
petty oﬁ"icer. The wounded were taken aboard the PBLis for '.
evacuatiion.

As the pat.rol cleared the kill gore of the emplacemsnt on the
north bank, it. entered another kill zone of a continuou. ambuh

© that ran for 5,000 meters along the south bank., PHis 105 and 110,

heading west from My Tho to support PEls 103 and 104, pessed through
both kill zones to spot for the Vietnamege Army Seventh Divioioﬁ‘
artillery.

At 1E11, the first rounds of 105mm fire fyom the 72nd Artillery,

Dinh Tuorg sector, were walked up and down the na t.h bank, The
bettery delivered 23 rounds of artillery, all on target.

The v1o£rAMleae Navy LGSL 228 made a firing run past the north
bank and put six rounds of 3"/50 and 100 rounds each of 4Omm and
20mm {ire into the ambush area. The naval gunfire ard artillery
were ei;fectivo in silencing the enemy fire,

At 1825, FBhs 96 snd 106, enroute to their western patrol .
sector, ro.coivod approximately 400 rounds of small arms and autoe
matic weapons fire fram the néuth bank. The boats returned. the
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fire and continued upstruam.

Two mihute: dater, PHlis 101 and 107 p.aucd through the embattled
zone aid received heavy fire. The Kien Hoa sector 105mm battery put
several rounds into the area, lﬁppx-oaaing the eneny fire. Despite o
blistering fire from both banks of the river, the only casualties ¥
vere the two wounded from =10 who were evacuated to My Tho,’

Uh 10 November there were two fire fights o‘i'.ght miles west of
liy Tho. At 0730, FPius 104, and 110 received 50 rounds of sutomatic
veapons fii1e from two houses on the south bank. OSeventh Diviai_onl

artillery totally destroyed one house ard 13 rounds of 105mm, and

damaged the second with 14 rounds. At '11‘05, the same patrol re'ceived_

autometic weapons fire from the damsged house and small arms fire

- from the tree line, The PLis ard the GALL VAIDEN helicopter fire : P

team suppressed tlie {ire,
On 12 liovember, a PEE patrol received 25' rounds of small arms
fire and one rifle grensde from the north bank of the river. All

eneny fire landed between the two Louts., The petrol res;orded with

© .50 caliber and N-60 fire; Seventh Division artillery fired five

rounds of 105mm.'

On 16 Lovember, thera were three fire fights in the spme avea,

At 0703, Phiws broke up an altack on an outpost on the north bank . . i

elght miles west of ¥y Tho. At 0907, PBiis 109 and 110 received

accurate, heavy automatic weapons and small omﬁ fire from a house

on the south bank in'the same general area. Two crewmen were

wounded, one ser<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>